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NEPAL, Saul Huck with three fierce cats.  Four Huck children and their parents, Michelle and Dave were 
visiting Nepal Child Haven. 
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We have received large Memorial Donations 
from families who have designated Child Haven 
as the charity to receive donations in honour of a 
loved one who has died.  Many thanks to the 
families! 
 
 
We wish to again thank Naseem Vellani and her 
friends for the donation of hundreds of new and 
used saris.  These women are followers of His 
Holiness, the Aga Khan. 
 
 
Patricia’s Paul-Carson’s book, Into the Heart of 
India, is now on our web site.  It’s the story of 
Trisha’s experience as a volunteer Intern at a Child 
Haven Home in Gujarat some years ago.   
 

 
This issue is 28 pages, with 9000 copies printed.  
We’ll send extra copies free to anyone who wants to 
distribute them to friends.  Published quarterly in 
Canada (Publication Agreement #1596748) 

Revenue Canada Charitable number: 11885 1922 
RR0001, USA Charitable tax number: 00013293    

This elegant and erudite newsletter can be 
seen in colour on www.childhaven.ca 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GUJARAT, Manager Kalaben with Bonnie and Asst Manager Ravi breaking a way through the cactus.  We will 
soon be building on this two acre site, with a grant of $200,000 from a very generous person. 
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BONNIE LORE  - an occasional column by her long-                     
suffering husband.     “Bonnie’s Auction”     Chapter 14 

In early 1976 Bonnie began telling me I was a wonderful farmer.  We did have a 
few cows, but she went on and on about what a wonderful farmer I was.  Then I found out why.  She 
said, “They need a farmer to go to Sri Lanka.”  (She had heard that you could get a baby in Sri Lanka.) 

I cajoled and implored and pleaded.  Nothing doing.  (She knows I’m totally enchanted with her - and 
she takes advantage.) Bonnie decided to sell all our belongings, to help pay for the trip.  Our auctioneer 
neighbour, John Archie MacLennan, came over with pad and pen and listed everything Bonnie could 
see, hundreds of items including:   

antique sterioptican complete with pictures, large bean pot, dining room table, very large quantity of books, sad 
irons, spittoon, elec. butter churn  5 gal cap., wooden Canada goose, harness, team britchens new, hay elevator, 
walking plow, Many articles too numerous to mention. 

Also for sale:  4 yr. old cow, 3 - 2 yr. old steers, 2 yr. old open, 1 yr. old open all Holstein, 2 ganders, 6 geese, 25 
hens, 1 mare pony, pair Muscovy duck and ducklings. 

I was able to hide the tractor and a quarter of my books in Ron’s barn next door.  Bonnie sold 
everything else: the washer, the dishes, the car - and every stitch - even my overcoat.  She said, “You 
won’t need that in Sri Lanka.”  

There was a carved wooden statue about a foot high.  I said to the crowd:  "This is something I've been 
trying to get rid of for years - an African fertility goddess."  As the laughter died down, there was brisk 
bidding for it.  I don't remember who got it - likely some other unsuspecting fellow.  Nor do I know 
whether it worked for his wife as effectively as it did for Bonnie. 

We sold our prize cow, Mavourneen.   Bonnie had named our cows after old songs, e.g. "Come back to 
Erin, Mavourneen, Mavourneen..."  The demure lass in the song had delicate feminine charm.  Our 
Mavourneen was a trouble-maker.  Just as I was patting her and remarking to the crowd how gentle she 
was, she took off right through the people, stepping on someone's toe.  I pursued her down the pasture.  
No one wanted to bid on her.  She really was a gentle cow, but the crowd had spooked her.  John 
Archie bid and got her very cheaply for his own herd. 

We made about $4000, and Bonnie got funding from a Foundation to enable us to go to Sri Lanka with our 
seven youngest children, and later to India.  From this 18-month trip Bonnie netted four adopted boys from 
India for herself, and tons of kids for other families.  But thankfully she’s through with adoptions now. 
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SUPPORT GROUPS 
Calgary, AB: Dave Greene, 403-295-7224, Lata Patel, plpatel_2000@yahoo.com, Alnoor Bhura, 403-289-
3100.  Next Dinner April 9, 2011 
Comox/Courtenay BC: Heather Holm, 250-338-2181, Alice Sinclair, 250-748-0716.  Next Dinner Oct 20, 
2010 
Cornwall ON: Elaine MacDonald, 613-988-7763.  Next Dinner April 1, 2011 
Edmonton AB: Sylvia Krogh 780-454-6216.  Next Dinner April 16, 2011 
Glengarry ON: Karen Davison-Wood, 613-525-3078, Susan Joiner, 613- 525-5177.  Next Dinner Oct 16, 2010 
Guelph ON: Pankaj Mehta, 519-824-8758, Swami Swaminathan, 519-824-4443  
Halifax NS: Marilyn Shinyei 902-827-4702.  Next Dinner Oct 2, 2010 
Kingston ON: Cindy Harvey, 613-389-9154.  Next Dinner April 2, 2011 
Montreal QC: Conny Belanger 514-636-0370, Sheila Laursen, 514-697-4195.  Next Dinner Sept 24, 2010  
Nanaimo BC: Rob and Wendy Stewart, 250-758-7532 
Oakville ON: Daniela Jansson, 905-338-0416, Palvi Patel, 905-338-6063. Next Dinner April 30, 2011 
Ottawa ON: Dinner Group:  Dave Basu and Parin Bhimani, 613-526-4588.  Next Dinner June 18, 2010 
Ottawa ON: EveningFest Group: Barb Weinlander, 613-590-1481, Salim Gias Uddin, 613-863-5103.  Next 
Dinner Nov 13, 2010 
Qualicum Beach BC: Maureen Hanright, 250-752-3216.  Next Dinner Oct 22, 2010 
Newmarket ON East: Erika Shrestha, 905-967-1099, Koki Patel, 905-886-7714.  Next Dinner June 26, 2010 
Toronto ON West: Uma and Gagan Bhalla, 905-608-1993.  Next Dinner Sept 18, 2010 
Vancouver BC: Venilal & Lilaben Sisodraker, 604-985-5540, Ron & Ann Perrick, 604-929-6674, Sam & 
Yamini Gandesha, 604-937-0270, Neelam & Narendra Amin, 604-294-6759.  Next Dinner October 30, 2010 
Victoria BC : Mel & Christine Johnston, 250-385-5444, Marya Nyland, 250-592-6484, Sandra and Jim Jordan, 
250-654-0672, Suresh Basur, 250-216-2711.  Event at First Unitarian Church October 23, 2010 
Waterloo ON: Ida Fisher, 519-884-3466.  Next Dinner April 10, 2011 
Winnipeg MB: Zobida Ambtman, 204-489-7630.  Inaugural Dinner Sept 26, 2010 
Germany: Rev Dr Eckhart Pilick, 49-721-405762, pilick@t-online.de 
 
 
 

SAVARSAI, Below, Priya, age 5, and her Dad, Prakash, with Kavita and  3-month-old Supriya, 
the most beautiful baby in the world.  Rear photo shows the Late Mukunda Kolhatkar, the much 
loved Gandhian founder of the Savarsai Home.  Beth photo 
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PATRONS OF CHILD HAVEN:  
Margaret Atwood, Author 
Dr Brien Benoit, Head, Neurosurgery,  
  Ottawa Civic Hospital 
Peter Downie, former CBC Host 
Vera Freud, former IHEU Permanent  
  Representative, UNESCO 
Dr Gary Geddes, Poet 
Jan Geddes, former publisher 
Ajit Jain, Assoc Editor, INDIA ABROAD 
Max Keeping, C.M., Host, CJOH TV  
Frank Kolhatkar, Retired Senior Partner, 
  Deloitte & Touche LLP 
Donna Morrison-Reed, Unitarian Minister 
Mark Morrison-Reed, Unitarian Minister  
Don Roberts, Managing Director,  
  CIBC World Markets 
Kunjar Sharma, PhD, Honourary 
  Consul General of Nepal  
Jurme Wangda, President, Ottawa  
  Friends of Tibet 
 
PATRONS IN GERMANY: 
Rev Dr Eckhart Pilick & Pia Oberacker- 
  Pilick, Frei Religioese Landesgemainde 
 
PATRONS IN JAPAN: 
Rev Toru Hashimoto, Minister 
Mr Noboru Nakayama, President, Seikyo  
  Gakuen  
The late Morse Saito, Educator 
Dr Shigeki Yamamoto, Dentist 
Dr Wataru Yoshioka, Prof Emeritus, 
  Hyogo College of Medicine 
 
PATRONS IN USA: 
Deepak & Christina Kamra 
Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, Newbery 
  Winning Author 
Erica Stone, President, American  
  Himalayan Foundation 
 
BANGLADESH 
Ms Jharna Dhara Chowdhury, Secretary,  
  Gandhian Ashram Trust, Noakali 
Dr Kazi Nurul Islam, Prof of World  
  Religions, University of Dhaka. 
 
NEPAL 
Dr Yanta Mani Pradhan, Ophthalmologist 
 Lions Eye Care Centre, Kathmandu 
Ms Renu Sharma, President, Nepal  
  Womens Foundation, Kathmandu   
 
INDIA 
Dr K.M. Chitania, Gopi Nursing Home 
The late Mukunda Kolhatkar, Gandhian 
Dr S V Mapuskar, MD and Engineer  
V Kalyanan, Personal Sec’y to Gandhi 
  

 
 

 

DONATING BY CREDIT CARD     Child Haven is 
registered with CanadHelps.org, which helps 
Canadian charities receive on-line donations via 
credit card.  The transaction is free for the 
contributor.  Child Haven pays a 3% administration 
fee which is similar to our own accounts set-up.  A 
link is posted on our website to the CanadaHelps.org 
site.  Some donors are now using the service.  Child 
Haven is notified and funds are sent directly to our 
bank account. Receipts are issued for the whole 
amount by CanadaHelps.  Donating by credit card 
(Visa or Master Card) can also be done by calling 
Child Haven directly, 613-527-2829. 

DONATING THROUGH UNITED WAY      To give 
through United Way, just designate your donation to 
‘Child Haven International’ and include our 
Registered Charity # 11885 1922 RR0001. Receipts 
are issued by United Way.  In some cases the name of 
the donor is not given to us.  We would not be able to 
acknowledge your donation. 

$7795 per month comes to Child Haven by direct 
bank withdrawal from the accounts of 206 donors 
saving us time and paper work. 

Post-dated cheques are also acceptable.  A single 
receipt is issued at year-end.   

We are also set up to receive gifts of securities. (better 
tax advantages than donating cash.) 
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Left, young Kavita 
stringing malas of fresh 
flowers to adorn hair.  
She also likes to teach 
yoga to the younger 
ones. 

 

SAVARSAI, 
above, Intern 
Margaret Benson 
with 3-month old 
Supriya.  Beth 
photos 
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Field trip to the ancient 
fort at nearby Alibag.  
Beth photo 
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SAVARSAI, Above, Vaishali, Sonali, and Ambika doing a three girl dance.  Below, Ashok, the 
gardener.  Beth photos   
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SAVARSAI, Above,  Rohini, the cook, washing clothes with 
the pounder.  She was teaching Intern Beth Keogan how to do 
laundry in the river. 

 

 

 

 

SAVARSAI, Left, Suresh with soccer ball at the beach field 
trip.  Beth photos. 
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SAVARSAI, Intern Beth Keogan as a Dhobi (washer woman) . 

Below, washing a sari. 
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Below, on a field trip our kids utilize a soccer ball and “play parachute” made of old saris.  Beth photo. 

 

SAVARSAI, Yogita, 10th Standard graduate is putting a Tikka on newly arrived Bonniema. 
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Child Haven orphanages and projects (“Women” are mostly staff, but include some in women’s 
training programs): 

Gandhinagar, Gujarat, India 52 children 8 women, Language: Gujarati                         
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, India 147 children 15 women, Language: Telegu       
Kaliyampoondi, Tamil Nadu, India 250 children 35 women, Language: Tamil                    
Maitreya Foundation, New Delhi, India 21 children 1 woman, Language: Tibetan & Hindi 
Savarsai, Maharashtra, India 22 children 4 women, Language: Mahrathi                    
Kathmandu, Nepal 203 children 22 women, Language: Nepali                                                     
Tibet, 41 children 4 women, Language: Tibetan                                                                     
Chittagong, Bangladesh 64 children 15 women, Language: Bengali                                             
Ghaziabad, India (informal education) 30 children 50 women, Language: Hindi 

 
 
 
Web page architect, Barbara Steers   
Large Gift Co-coordinator, Meena Roberts 
Sponsorship Co-coordinator, Richa Aggarwal  
Social Worker, Christine Johnston, MSW 
Refugee counsellor in Canada, Tara Upreti 
Sale Table Co-ordinator, Pam Hellstrom 
Communications Co-ordinator, Patricia Paul-Carson 
Canadian Directors of Child Haven: Dr Nat Shah, Peter  
    Freud, Bonnie and Fred Cappuccino, Bernadette Caron. 
Decal of Gandhi, P V Anthony,         
Mother & child logo, Eugene Fern 
Sketch of Bonnie and Fred, Andrina Cox 
Newsletter editor, Fred Cappuccino 

 

 

NEPAL, right, 
getting painted 
for the drama 
takes a measure 
of courage. 
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NEPAL, Above, Intern Edith Kenny, with the most beautiful toddler in the world.  Below, a 
Caregiver washing the hair of the most beautiful baby in the world.  Liisa Rissanen photos 
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NEPAL, the three most beautiful toddlers in the world having a fashion show for head wear.  
Rissanen photo  

 

NEPAL, left, Soleil Huck stowing 
away, hoping her parents will 
leave her at Child Haven! 
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NEPAL,  two guys overpowering the guard lion.  Rissanen photo. 

 
 
 

NEPAL, Indira Huck playing soccer with a formidable opponent. 
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 NEPAL, Samuel Huck, 
pondering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below, part of the now-
completed system for 
utilizing toilet waste to 
make methane for the 
kitchen. 
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Vada Palani, a Murugan Temple in Chennai, (a suburb of our KALIYAMPOONDI Home).   

How many gods and goddesses are here in myriad colours?  7000 couples are married here every year, 
including our Bathu and Christina Mary!  (see page 19)  Rissanen photo 
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KALIYAMPOONDI, Below, Nurse Pauline with daughter Laticia, the most beautiful baby in the 
world. 
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KALIYAMPOONDI,  wedding ceremony of Christina Mary and Supervisor Bathu.  Rissanen photo 
 

 

 

 
 
Left, drawing by Rene 
Cappuccino of the 
Kaliyampoondi Girls 
Dorm, with the toilet 
block at left, and 
laundry drying 
everywhere. 
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CHITTAGONG – Iron gate that keeps virtue inside and evil outside of Child Haven.
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MAITREYA,  a very happy Nyima Dorjee, on the 
day that the expert brought his leg brace and an arm 
brace. 
 

 
Nyima Dorjee, walking with a Maitreya staff person has 
new shoes to go with the braces.  Whee!   
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Maitreya, three guys see the 
world from a different 
perspective.  Beth photo 
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HYDERABAD new building Inauguration will be featured in the next newsletter. 
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SHILPI 

In the summer of 1991, Shilpi 
Somaya, age 19, was an Intern 
at Hyderabad Child Haven. 
Nine years later (2010) she 
wrote a novel: Secret 
Daughter.  At this writing it 
is  number two on the Globe 
and Mail Book List.  Shilpi 
Somaya Gowda is now 
married, with children.  The 
book traces the story of a 
child given up for adoption, 
and follows the lives of the 
adoptive family and the birth 
family.    

This novel rings true.  Shilpi 
really knows India.  She also 
understands adoption.  She 
grew up in Toronto area with 
her birth parents.  In its depth 
of cultural understanding, the 
book reminds me of those by 
Pearl S Buck, which I read a 
half a century ago - as many 
as I could lay my hands on - 
perhaps a dozen.  I look 
forward to reading the next 
dozen books by Shilpi.  FC 
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TIBET, translator 
Pema Dorji, his 
wife, Pasang 
Dolkar and Karma 
Kelsang, the most 
beautiful baby in 
the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left, the stream of 
water has been 
slowed  (falling, 
lower center of 
photo) so Child 
Haven Manager 
Norbula could take 
Intern Robin 
Cappuccino into 
the basement of the 
barley mill.  Full-
force water turns 
the paddle wheel, 
which turns one of 
two stones above. 
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Child Haven does not:   
1. Sell or trade your name/address;  
2. Solicit by phone or door to door; 
3. Use professional fund raisers or paid advertising, except for small ads announcing 
local events 
 
 
MORE OVERSEAS INTERNS NEEDED.   As our program slowly expands, we are finding space for 
more people who will pay their own travel and commit three months interning at our projects in India, Nepal or 
Bangladesh. To obtain an application please contact our office in Maxville by email fred@childhaven.ca. A $50 
fee will cover administrative costs of processing your application and your attendance at a 2-day Orientation in 
Maxville. An additional $200 donation to cover overseas costs of room and board is also asked of first-time 
Interns unless they or their families are regular contributors 
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TIBET, The little stick rubs 
against the turning stone, and 
jiggles the barley grains down 
into the hole.  The flour comes 
out all around the stone onto a 
cement floor.  There are 
several of these very old mills 
along this small river. 
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TIBET, Interns Edith Kenny, left, and Maureen Hanright with Bonnie at the Tibet Home.  Behind Manager 
Norbula is Pema Dorji, the faithful translator. 
 
 
 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              

For donations please make cheque out to CHILD HAVEN, and mail this portion to CHILD 
HAVEN, 19014 Conc. 7, Maxville, ON K0C 1T0 (or to Box 5099, Massena, NY 13662-5099, 
USA.) Donations to Child Haven are tax receiptable in Canada, India and the USA. General half-
sponsorship is $14/month or $168/year. Full sponsorship is $28/month or $336/year. 

Name___________________________________________________Phone___________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________Province/State _________ Code _______________ 
 

e-mail __________________________________________________________________________ 


